The Squadron of Flying Ships
had a total of 740 h.p, instead of the 640 of the previous
ships. The second type, the ** Ilia Mourometz E," was
the largest plane produced. It had four Renault
motors totalling 880 h.p. The plane had a wing area
of 2,050 square feet; the gross weight was 17,600
pounds, of which 6,600 pounds represented the useful
load.
Both new types of " Ilia Mourometz" had rear
machine-gunners' nests. This installation proved to
be extremely valuable and workable. The most
dangerous attacks from behind could now be met with
fire from the rear machine-gun. After that time not
one single " Ilia Mourometz " was brought down while
more than two hundred bombing raids were made. It
is reliably estimated that at least nine pursuit planes
were destroyed by the fire from our ships during the
battles in the air.
On April 25, 1917* the ship "Ilia Mourometz
XV," under the command of Captain Klembovsky,
while returning from a bombing raid, was attacked by
a group of three pursuit planes. The ship opened fire
from its four machine-guns. Soon afterwards one of
the pursuits was hit, fell and crashed in the woods. A
few minutes later a second pursuit plane was hit and
dropped down. After that the attack was discontinued
and the third pursuit plane turned away. The ship
was slightly damaged by bullets and one man of the
crew was wounded.
During April, 1917, another ship, the " Ilia Mouro-
metz IX," under the command of Colonel NijevAy,
was returning from a successful bombing raid. Tlie
ship crossed the Russian lines and, feeling that there
was no more danger, the officer who was operatiiig the